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Introduction
The 2008 Leading Indicators Report from United Way of Lane County provides a stability and wellness scan of 
Lane County, Oregon.  Thirty-seven different indicators have been complied into one document to be used as a 
tool by nonprofit and governmental agencies, grant writers, policy makers, philanthropists and caring citizens. 

The purpose of this document is to provide a single resource for individuals and organizations seeking to better 
respond to the issues that affect quality of life for Lane County residents.  

The complexity of human and social issues facing Lane County cannot be addressed by any single entity.  By 
inviting Lane County’s key organizations, community leaders, charities and governments to focus on the same 
issues using the same data means that we can more effectively effect change where it’s needed by leveraging 
one another’s strengths.  

Trend lines represented in the 2008 Leading Indicators Report cover 10 years or more.

Trends that move dramatically up or down are affected by a multitude of environmental issues, many of 
which are out of our control such as national and regional economic shifts. It is too early to measure the 
consequences of the most recent shock waves to America’s economy.  However, significant impact on improving 
life for people can be and has been made by focusing as a community on the issues that we deem vital to 
quality of life such as education, income and healthcare access.    

Contact Information
Contact: 	 Lori Bumgardner Steger, Community Director

Organization: 	 United Way of Lane County

Address: 	 3171 Gateway Loop 

		  Springfield, OR 97477

E-mail: 		 lsteger@unitedwaylane.org

Phone:		  541-741-6000 x 102

Fax: 		  541-726-4150

Web: 		  www.unitedwaylane.org

i
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Education
KEY TRENDS:

Rate of infants born at low birth weight (5lbs, 8oz) has increased 10-percentage points over a ten-year •	
trend

Child abuse and neglect rates have slightly decreased over the last five years•	

Percent of students eligible for free and reduced lunch has increased over a nine-year trend and keeps •	
close pace with state trends

Reading proficiency is relatively strong at 3rd grade with improvement made over the last ten years; •	
however, reading proficiency at 8th grade drops significantly and shows only slight gains as recently 
as last year

Percent of 12th grade high school completers has decreased steadily over the last five years•	

The amount of research now available regarding early child development is unprecedented. We know the 
first five years of a child’s life are critical to lifelong development. Early childhood experiences affect brain 
development, which impacts a child’s cognitive, social and emotional well-being the foundation for early-
learning success and later life success.   Factors that influence early development associate with infant and 
maternal health, poverty, and family stability. 

According to United Way of America, children from low-income families are more likely to start school with 
limited language skills, health problems, and social and emotional problems that interfere with learning. The 
percent of students eligible for free or reduced-price lunches is often used as a measure of children’s economic 
well-being. Higher percentages mean more children live in low-income families (children from families with 
incomes at or below 130% of the poverty level are eligible for free meals; between 130-185% are eligible for 
reduced-price meals). 

According to the US Census, from 2000 to 2006 families with children under 18 years of age accounted for 
25-30% of total households in Lane County. Roughly one third of family households with children under 18 
were headed by non-married individuals. Of those, over 70% were headed by females (N= over 9,000 family 
households average per year across the seven-year trend). In the last three years, of the female-headed family 
households with children under 18, over 60% lived below the poverty level (N= over 5,000 households per year). 
UWLC is currently researching appropriate methods to track development factors at particular age intervals to 
determine readiness for school. 

UWLC’s EDUCATION Community Impact Goal: 

That children enter school ready to learn so they graduate high school ready to live
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Percent of Mothers Getting Early 
Prenatal Care During First Trimester

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services: 
Center for Health Statistics

Report: Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report 
Volume 1: Section 2: Natality: Table 2-20 

URL: http://www.dhs.state.or.us/dhs/ph//chs/
data/vol1.shtml

Percent of Mothers Getting Inadequate 
Prenatal Care

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services: 
Center for Health Statistics

Report: Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report 
Volume 1: Section 2: Natality: Table 2-20 

URL: http://www.dhs.state.or.us/dhs/ph/chs/data/
vol1.shtml

Low Birth Weight (5 lbs, 8oz) Newborns 
Rate per 1,000 Births

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services: 
Center for Health Statistics

Report: Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report 
Volume 1: Section 2: Natality: Table 2-32 

URL: http://www.dhs.state.or.us/dhs/ph/chs/data/
vol1.shtml

Very Low Birth Weight (3 lbs, 4oz) 
Newborns Rate per 1,000 Births

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services: 
Center for Health Statistics

Report: Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report 
Volume 1: Section 2: Natality: Table 2-32 

URL: http://www.dhs.state.or.us/dhs/ph/chs/data/
vol1.shtml

1996 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 79.0 78.5 79.7 81.0 80.2 80.9 81.1 82.0 81.6 81.1 80.5 81.0 79.2
Lane 77.0 72.2 73.9 76.0 75.3 78.3 78.2 80.0 76.5 76.0 79.9 79.0 72.8

Percent of Mothers Getting Early Prenatal Care
During First Trimester

Source: Oregon Health Department; Center for Health Statistics, Vital Records

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 5.7 5.8 5.4 5.0 5.3 6.2 5.6 5.0 5.2 5.5 5.8 5.8 6.2
Lane 4.6 6.8 6.6 6.7 6.5 6.2 7.2 5.8 6.7 7.8 6.1 7.5 10.0

Percentage of Mothers Getting Inadequate Prenatal Care
(Less than 5 Prenatal Visits or Began in 3rd Trimester)

Source: Oregon Health Department; Center for Health Statistics, Vital Records

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 52.5 53.0 54.9 53.5 55.0 53.7 53.9 56.6 55.6 58.0 61.0 61.0 61.0 61.0
Lane 43.1 52.1 53.0 53.7 55.9 52.1 60.2 54.8 59.0 55.0 68.0 63.0 63.0 64.0

Low Birth Weight (5 lbs, 8oz) Newborns
Rate per 1,000 Births

Source: Oregon Health Department; Center for Health Statistics, Vital Records

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 9.4 8.6 8.8 9.2 8.9 9.0 9.4 9.9 9.7 10.4 10.1 11.0 10.0 10.0
Lane 8.6 10.6 9.1 12.5 9.5 9.3 9.6 10.8 10.9 9.4 11.2 14.0 12.0 10.0

Very Low (3lbs, 4oz) Birth Weight Newborns
Rate per 1,000 Births

Source: Oregon Health Department; Center for Health Statistics, Vital Records
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Percentage of Kindergartners 
Entering School Ready to Learn

Source: Oregon Department of Education

Report: Oregon Kindergarten Readiness to Learn 
Survey Report

URL: http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/
page/?id=1356

Childcare Slots Available Rate per 100 
Children (Ages 0-13)

Source: Oregon Benchmarks County Data

Report: Oregon Benchmark #48: Child Care 
Availability

URL: http://benchmarks.oregon.gov/

Percentage of 3rd Grade Students Who 
Achieve Established Skills in Reading

Source: Oregon Department of Education

Report: Report Card Statewide Annual

URL: http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/
page/?id=1821

Percentage of 3rd Grade Students Who 
Achieve Established Skills in Math

Source: Oregon Department of Education

Report: Annual Statewide Report Card

URL: http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/
page/?id=1821

1996 2000 2002 2004 2006
Oregon 58.1 66.5 76.2 80.0 80.3
Lane 60.0 70.7 74.3 81.6 82.9

Percentage of Kindergartners Entering School Ready to Learn

Source: Oregon Department of Education; Oregon Benchmarks County Data

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 15.7 16.1 16.3 19.2 19.6 21.1 20.7 20.4 18.5 18.0 17.0 16.5 17.3 16.7
Lane 18.2 26.1 22.1 25.3 24.5 27.3 25.3 22.7 21.5 19.6 20.4 19.7

Childcare Slots Available Rate
Per 100 Children (Ages 0-13)

Source: Oregon Benchmarks County Data

NA NA

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003* 2004 2005 2006* 2007*
Oregon 77.0 77.8 80.8 82.2 84.4 85.0 82.4 82.0 86.0 80.0 81.0
Lane 83.9 82.6 84.9 85.8 87.9 88.3 87.9 87.4 89.0 91.4

Percentage of 3rd Grade Students
Who Achieve Established Skills in Reading

NA

Source: Oregon Department of Education; Oregon Benchmarks County Data

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003* 2004 2005 2006* 2007*

Oregon 63.0 67.0 70.0 75.3 74.8 76.8 77.6 81.0 86.0 76.0 69.0
Lane 66.2 71.0 74.4 80.9 79.2 79.4 80.7 86.2 88.7 90.7

Percent of 3rd Grade Students
Who Achieve Established Skills in Math

NA
Source: Oregon Department of Education; Oregon Benchmarks County Data
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Percentage of 8th Grade Students Who 
Achieve Established Skills in Reading

Source: Oregon Department of Education

Report: Annual Statewide Report Card

URL: http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/
page/?id=1821

Percentage of 8th Grade Students Who 
Achieve Established Skills in Math

Source: Oregon Department of Education

Report: Annual Statewide Report Card

URL: http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/
page/?id=1821

Percentage of High School Student Who 
Drop Out

Source: Oregon Department of Education

Report: Oregon Dropout Report

URL: http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/
page/?id=1

Percentage of Lane County High 
School Completers 
by 12th Grade October 1st Enrollment 
(Regular Diploma, CIM and Non-CIM - 
GED not included)

Source: Oregon Department of Education 
October 1 Enrollment Summary and High 
School Completer Report

URL: http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/
page/?id=1

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003* 2004 2005 2006* 2007*

Oregon 54.9 54.7 56.0 63.6 61.5 64.2 60.6 59.0 63.0 66.0 68.0
Lane 60.4 58.1 60.6 66.8 63.3 66.9 63.1 62.9 62.0 67.0

Percent of 8th Grade Students
Who Achieved Established Skills in Reading

NA

Source: Oregon Department of Education; Oregon Benchmarks County Data

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003* 2004 2005 2006* 2007*

Oregon 49.5 50.8 52.1 55.6 55.4 56.3 58.9 59.0 66.0 68.0 70.0
Lane 53.2 54.6 58.2 59.3 56.8 58.4 60.8 60.3 61.9 65.4

Percent of 8th Grade Students
Who Achieve Established Skills in Math

NA
Source: Oregon Department of Education; Oregon Benchmarks County Data

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Oregon 5.7 6.6 7.4 7.2 6.7 6.9 6.6 6.3 5.3 4.9 4.4 4.6 4.2 4.1
Lane 4.8 5.5 6.8 6.8 5.6 5.4 4.5 5.4 3.9 3.8 3.5 3.3 3.3 3.1

Percentage of High School Students
Who Drop Out (Grades 9-12)

Source: Oregon Department of Education; Oregon Benchmarks County Data

92%

86%
91% 91%

87%

80% 82% 81%

99-00 00-01 01-02 02-03 03-04 04-05 05-06 06-07

Percentage of Lane County High School Completers
by 12th Grade October 1st Enrollment

(Regular Diploma, CIM and Non-CIM - GED not included)

Source: Oregon Department of Education
October 1 Enrollment Summary and High School Completer Report
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Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 Births

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services: 
Center for Health Statistics

Report: Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report 
Volume 2: Section 7: Infant Deaths By Age and 
County of Residence: Table 7-1

URL: http://www.dhs.state.or.us/dhs/ph/chs/
data/vol2.shtml

Percent of Infants Whose Mothers 
Used Tobacco During Pregnancy (Self 
reported by mother)

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services: 
Center for Health Statistics

Report: Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report 
Volume 1: Section 2: Natality: Table 2-15 

URL: http://www.dhs.state.or.us/dhs/ph/chs/
data/vol1.shtml

Percent of Infants Whose Mothers 
Used Alcohol During Pregnancy (Self-
reported by mother)

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services: 
Center for Health Statistics

Report: Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report 
Volume 1: Section 2: Natality: Table 2-15 

URL: http://www.dhs.state.or.us/dhs/ph/chs/
data/vol1.shtml

Percentage of Live Births with Maternal 
Illicit Drug Use

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services: 
Center for Health Statistics

Report: Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report 
Volume 1: Section 2: Natality: Table 2-15 

URL: http://www.dhs.state.or.us/dhs/ph/chs/
data/vol1.shtml

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Oregon 7.1 7.1 6.1 5.6 5.8 5.4 5.8 5.6 5.4 5.8 5.6 5.5 5.9
Lane 6.0 7.3 4.7 6.8 5.0 6.4 6.4 7.6 5.6 8.6 8.0 5.2 6.3

Infant Mortality Rate
Per 1,000 Births

Source: Oregon Health Department; Center for Health Statistics, Vital Records

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 18.8 18.1 17.8 17.7 16.2 15.2 14.5 13.3 12.8 12.6 12.0 12.6 12.4 12.3
Lane 20.0 17.8 17.0 19.0 16.8 15.0 16.3 13.0 11.5 11.8 12.0 15.0 15.7 15.1

Percent of Infants Whose Mothers Used Tobacco During Pregnancy
(Self-reported by mother)

Source: Oregon Health Department; Center for Health Statistics, Vital Records

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Oregon 3.0 2.7 2.5 2.3 1.6 1.6 1.9 1.4 1.0 1.3 1.6 1.5 1.4
Lane 2.6 2.0 1.4 1.9 1.1 0.7 1.1 0.5 0.1 0.2 0.8 1.0 1.2

Percent of Infants Whose Mothers Used Alcohol During Pregnancy
(Self-reported by mother)

Source: Oregon Health Department; Center for Health Statistics, Vital Records

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Oregon 0.7 0.9 1.1 0.8 0.8 0.7 1.0 1.0 0.9 1.0 1.2 1.8 2.1
Lane 0.9 1.4 0.4 0.3 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.5 0.9 1.5

Percentage of Live Births with Maternal Illicit Drug Use

Source: Oregon Health Department; Center for Health Statistics, Vital Records
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Students Eligible for Free or Reduced 
Lunch in Lane County

Source: Oregon Department of Education - 
Statewide Report Card

Child Abuse and Neglect Rate per 
1,000 Children (Ages 0-17)

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services: 
Child Abuse and Neglect

Report: Child Abuse and Neglect Annual Reports 

URL:  http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/abuse/
publications/children/index.shtml

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 10.9 10.1 10.1 10.4 12.1 12.4 13.5 12.2 9.6 9.7 10.8 12.0 13.0 13.8
Lane 12.1 11.6 9.1 8.1 10.1 8.9 14.5 16.0 13.5 13.5 12.7 11.5 11.4 11.0

Child Abuse and Neglect Rate
Per 1,000 Children (Ages 0-17)

Source: Services to Children and Family, Child Abuse and Neglect Report
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HEALTH 
KEY TRENDS: 

Emergency Department (ED) utilization and charges by uninsured in Lane County has steadily increased over a •	
three-year trend 

Oregon Health Plan (OHP) enrollment by Lane County residents fluctuates between 26K-28K over a three-year •	
trend increasing to its highest point in 2008

76.1% of the 34,000 eligible Lane County residents were enrolled in the Oregon Health Plan*•	

The results of the United Way of Lane County’s (UWLC) 2004 Community Assessment revealed that access to doctors, 
affordable medications and health insurance were the top three needs across all socioeconomic, age and geographic 
groups of respondents.  

The survey also showed that among households with some type of insurance over the prior 12 months, the Oregon 
Health Plan (Medicaid) was the least stable source of coverage, with 52% being uninsured at some time over the prior 
two years.  Increasing numbers of individuals neither fit the eligibility criteria for government insurance programs, nor 
receive healthcare coverage from their employers.  

According to Lane Workforce Partnership’s State of the Workforce Report, 2007-2008, Lane County’s employment base 
is characterized by many lower wage jobs; occupations with the highest number of jobs also being the lowest paying.  
As a result, there are many working poor in Lane County who do not qualify for the Oregon Health Plan (OHP), or who 
move on and off insured status.  The 2006 Oregon Population Survey, analyzed by the Office for Oregon Health Policy 
and Research, found that approximately 17.1% of residents in Region 3, which includes Lane County, report being 
uninsured, compared with 15.4% of residents across Oregon. This estimate translates into one in five Lane County 
residents, or more than 57,000 uninsured (based on population of 337,870).  

*Oregon Department of Human Services Oregon health Plan, Medicaid, and CHIP Population by County and Medical Delivery System: Fully 
Capitated Health Plans, Nov. 2007 Preliminary Report.

UWLC’s HEALTH Community Impact Goal:

That community members have access to timely and affordable healthcare
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1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 538 458 453 436 376 314 314 275 255 272 292 315 312 299 269
Lane 42 24 21 19 19 20 23 14 12 17 28 15 20 15 14

Number of Cases of HIV Infection
Among Adolescents and Adults (13 and older)

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services, Oregon Benchmarks County Data 

Teenage Pregnancy Rate per 1,000 
Females (Ages 10-17)

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services: 
Center for Health Statistics

Report: Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report 
Volume 1: Section 4: Teen Pregnancy: Table 4-5 

URL: http://www.dhs.state.or.us/dhs/ph/chs/data/
vol1.shtml

Percentage of Births to Mothers Ages 
10-17

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services: 
Center for Health Statistics

Report: Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report 
Volume 1: Section 4: Teen Pregnancy: Table 4-5 

URL: http://www.dhs.state.or.us/dhs/ph/chs/
data/vol1.shtml

Teenage Suicide Attempt Rate per 
100,000 Youths (Ages 10-17)

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services: 
Center for Health Statistics

Report: Oregon Vital Statistics Annual Report 
Volume 2: Section 8: Youth Suicide Attempts: 
Table 8-5 

URL: http://www.dhs.state.or.us/dhs/ph/chs/
data/vol2.shtml

Number of Cases of HIV Infection Among 
Adolescents and Adults (13 and older)

Source: Oregon Benchmarks County Data

Report: Oregon Benchmark #43a: HIV Diagnosis-
Number of New Infections 

URL: http://benchmarks.oregon.gov/

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Oregon 18.0 19.0 19.0 18.8 18.0 17.2 15.9 14.0 12.6 10.9 10.5 9.5 9.5
Lane 14.0 17.0 17.0 17.6 17.8 18.2 15.3 12.2 9.8 9.7 10.9 8.4 7.1

Teenage Pregnancy Rate 
Per 1,000 Females (Ages 10-17)

Source: Oregon Health Department; Center for Health Statistics, Vital Records

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Oregon 11.6 11.9 12.2 12.1 11.2 10.7 10.1 9.1 8.0 7.0 6.5 6.2 6.2
Lane 9.2 10.9 10.4 11.3 10.7 11.4 9.2 8.4 6.1 6.3 6.4 5.6 4.9

Percentage of Births to Mothers Ages 10-17

Source: Oregon Health Department; Center for Health Statistics, Vital Records

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Oregon 212 221 214 218 202 200 192 205 219 217 227 223 192
Lane 132 178 171 266 279 257 270 224 326 357 306 337 268

Teenage Suicide Attempt Rate
Per 100,000 Youths (Ages 10-17)

Source: Oregon Health Department; Center for Health Statistics, Vital Records
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Premature Death: Years of Life Lost 
Before Age 70 (Per 1,000 Oregonians)

Source: Oregon Benchmarks County Data

Report: Oregon Benchmark #45: Preventable Death 

URL: http://benchmarks.oregon.gov/

Emergency Department Utilization in 
Lane County 2005-2007

Source: Health Policy Research Northwest for 
100% Healthcare Access Initiative

Overall Emergency Department 
Utilization Charges in Lane County 
2005-2007

Source: Health Policy Research Northwest 
for 100% Healthcare Access Initiative

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Oregon 60.2 62.9 62.9 62.0 59.9 56.1 56.1 52.5 51.3 51.8 54.1 54.7 54.1 50.9
Lane 55.3 55.4 58.6 57.8 55.7 57.0 57.9 53.8 54.8 53.3 52.5 57.1 56.5 50.1

Premature Death: Years of Life Lost
Before Age 70 (Per 1,000 Oregonians)

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services, Oregon Benchmarks County Data 
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INCOME 
KEY TRENDS:

Wages from employment have increased slightly over a ten-year period, but remain consistently below •	
state trends

Percent of residents living below poverty has remained flat over seven year trend•	

Hourly wage required to afford Fair Market Rent has outpaced actual wages earned for the average •	
renter over the last four years 

Average annual payroll tracks how each worker is faring with regard to income from employment. According 
to a Bureau of Labor Statistics news report from October 2007, the average weekly wage of $672 in the fourth 
quarter of 2006, placed Lane County in the bottom third of a nationwide ranking and among Oregon’s 6 largest 
counties, Lane County’s slight gain that year was the slowest. 

Results from United Way of Lane County’s (UWLC) 2007 Community Assessment revealed that increasingly 
higher income levels are needed in order to meet basic household needs in Lane County. Despite economic 
improvements between 2005 and 2007, many households in Lane County are financially insecure. Financial 
hardships are more severe among low-income family households with children. Households earning $34K or 
less have difficulty paying for basic necessities such as housing, food, utilities, and transportation. Households 
that include a person with a chronic medical condition are more than twice as likely to be earning incomes at 
or below $34K. 

The largest single expense for the majority of Lane County households is housing. The National Low-Income 
Housing Coalition (NLIHC) considers housing “severely unaffordable” when residents are spending over 50% of 
household income on housing.  In 2008, NLIHC reported that Lane County renters require 55% of their income 
to afford a two-bedroom fair-market rent. One unanticipated emergency can lead many Lane County families 
to financial crisis. Achieving greater stability allows lower-income working families to move toward financial 
independence. 

UWLC’s INCOME Community Impact Goal:

That low-income working families achieve financial stability
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Average Annual Payroll (Pay Per 
Worker)

Source: Oregon Employment Department

Report: County Data Snapshot 

URL: http://benchmarks.oregon.gov/
BMCountyData.aspx

Select Lane County and sort by 
Benchmark

Unemployment Rate 

Source: Oregon Bureau of Economic 
Analysis

Data: Local Area Employment Statistics 

URL: http://www.qualityinfo.org/olmisj/la
bforce?key=region&areacode=41210216
60&stat=unemprate

Net Job Growth (Loss) Per 1,000 
Population 

Source: Oregon Employment Department

Report: County Data Snapshot 

URL: http://benchmarks.oregon.gov/
BMCountyData.aspx

Select Lane County and sort by 
Benchmark

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Oregon $31,406 $32,164 $33,242 $34,269 $35,213 $36,434 $36,200 $36,213 $36,337 $36,630 $36,591 
Lane $29,049 $29,601 $30,247 $31,211 $31,605 $31,935 $32,519 $32,556 $32,886 $33,126 $33,188 

Overall Pay Per Worker
Average annual payroll per covered worker

(All industries urban and rural, in 2005 dollars)

Source: Oregon Employment Department

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Oregon 5.6 5.7 5.5 5.1 6.4 7.6 8.1 7.3 6.2 5.4 5.2
Lane 5.5 5.7 5.3 5.4 6.8 7.1 8.0 7.3 6.2 5.5 5.3 6.1

Source: Oregon Employment Department

Unemployment Rate

NA

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Lane 9.9 11 13.1 8.9 2.9 -6.5 1.2 -4.2 9.1 16.9 10.5

Source: Oregon Employment Department

Lane County Overall Net Job Growth
(Metro and Urban Combined, in Thousands)



15 of 20

2008 Leading Indicators Report

Percent of Lane County Residents 
Below Poverty for Past 12 Months

Source: US Census

Hourly Wage Required to Afford Two-
Bedroom Fair Market Rent in Lane 
County (Metro)

Source: National Low Income Housing Coalition - 
Out of Reach Report

 

32,298 37,704 37,106 38,927 36,288 39,842 41,436

14,846

19,437
12,986 8,592 13,189

12,501 11,023

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Percent of Lane County Residents Below Poverty for Past 12 Months

Number of Adults 18+Yrs Number of Children 0-17Yrs

Source: US Census
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2008 Leading Indicators Report

COMMUNITY 
KEY TRENDS:

Lane County is slightly higher than the state in registered voter turnout for primary elections and experienced a •	
downward trend since 2000

Lane County is experiencing a slight, but steady increase in the proportion of seniors maintaining independent •	
living and matches the state almost exactly across the fifteen-year trend 

Crimes against persons in Lane County have decreased to a slightly lower level than the state while property •	
crimes are higher than statewide trends

Voter turnout is recognized as the most appropriate measurement of public participation and is inherently a 
measurement of the democratic strength and unity of a community. Studies indicate that people who see voting as an 
important civic responsibility also invest time and effort to improve the overall quality of life in their community.  

Another measure of community vitality is the degree to which senior citizens maintain health, remain active, and 
sustain their independent living status. The proportion of seniors in need of assistance with daily activities indicates 
general quality of life for an important segment of our community. 

Residents want to feel safe within their neighborhoods and contribute to an overall sense of security within their 
community. Criminal activity weakens that sense of security, inhibits prosperity, and devalues our personal and 
community quality of life. Juvenile crime is especially disturbing because the future of a community lies in the ability of 
its youth to develop into emotionally stable and productive adults. 
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Percentage of Registered 
Voters who Voted in General 
Elections

Source: Oregon Secretary of State, 
Oregon Votes and Lane County Election 
Results

Report: Oregon Secretary of State: 
Election Division; Lane County Elections

URL: http://www.lanecounty.org/
Elections/ResultsIndex.htm

Percentage of Registered Voters 
who Voted in Primary Elections

Source: Oregon Secretary of State, 
Oregon Votes and Lane County Election 
Results

Report: Oregon Secretary of State: 
Election Division; Lane County Elections

URL:  http://www.lanecounty.org/
Elections/ResultsIndex.htm

Seniors Living Independently

Source: Oregon Benchmarks County Data

Report: Oregon Benchmark #59: 
Independent Seniors 

URL: http://benchmarks.oregon.gov/

Documented Incidents of 
Criminal Domestic Disturbances 
in Lane County

Source: Oregon State Police

Report: Oregon Annual Uniform Crime 
Reports 

URL: http://www.oregon.gov/OSP/CJIS/
annual_reports.shtml

1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006
Primary Oregon 46.0 49.1 38.2 37.75 34.9 51.3 46.7 46.4
Primary Lane 49.0 52.3 41.1 43.3 35.6 57.0 46.7 50.0 37.7

Percentage of Registered Voters 
Who Voted in Primary Elections

Source: Oregon Secretary of State, Oregon Votes and Lane County Election Results

NA

1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

General Oregon 76.7 84.4 68.4 71.3 59.0 79.8 69.1 86.5 70.8
General Lane 77.8 84.9 66.9 72.0 62.0 80.9 69.8 90.8 74.3

Percentage of Registered Voters 
Who Voted in General Elections

Source: Oregon Secretary of State, Oregon Votes and Lane County Election Results

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 97.1 97.3 97.5 97.6 97.6 97.5 97.9 97.7 98.0 98.1 98.4 98.3 98.7 98.4 98.4
Lane 97.1 97.3 97.6 97.6 97.8 97.6 98.3 97.9 98.1 98.1 98.5 98.5 98.9 98.3 98.1

Seniors Living Independently

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services, Oregon Benchmarks County Data 

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Oregon 953 813 824 842 611 1035 972 1221 355 1203 776
Lane 942 800 800 777 534 950 890 928 262 970 663

Documented Incidents of Criminal
Domestic Disturbances in Lane County

Source: Oregon State Police, OUCR Annual Crime Report
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Overall Crime Rate per 1,000 
Persons

Source: Oregon Benchmarks County Data

Report: Oregon Benchmark #62: Overall 
Crime 

URL: http://benchmarks.oregon.gov/

Crimes Against Persons Rate 
per 1,000 Persons

Source: Oregon Benchmarks County 
Data

Report: Oregon Benchmark #62a: 
Crimes Against Persons 

URL: http://benchmarks.oregon.gov/

Behavior Crime Rate per 1,000 
Persons

Source: Oregon Benchmarks County Data

Report: Oregon Benchmark #62c: 
Behavioral Crimes 

URL: http://benchmarks.oregon.gov/

Property Crime Rate per 1,000 
Persons

Source: Oregon Benchmarks County 
Data

Report: Oregon Benchmark #62b: 
Property Crimes 

URL: http://benchmarks.oregon.gov/

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 140.9 140.3 148.3 152.1 142.4 149.2 138.1 129.3 128.0 128.4 124.2 127.7 125.4 123.6 117.4
Lane 125.6 126.1 144.6 152.2 150.6 159.7 144.1 136.7 137.2 131.5 125.3 128.4 125.5 122.5

Overall Crime Rate per 1,000 Persons

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services, Oregon Benchmarks County Data 

NA

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 17.4 17.9 18.0 17.7 15.6 15.1 14.3 13.4 12.9 12.0 11.7 11.6 11.5 11.4 11.3
Lane 13.2 13.8 14.9 15.9 15.1 15.1 14.6 13.2 13.4 12.9 10.7 10.4 10.4 9.2

Crimes Against Persons Rate per 1,000 Persons

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services, Oregon Benchmarks County Data 

NA

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Oregon 46.6 46.4 46.8 47.9 47.5 51.6 49.6 48.9 48.2 46.8 45.1 46.6 47.4 47.7 47.3
Lane 41.0 40.2 41.7 41.2 45.4 49.3 44.6 45.7 46.8 45.3 45.4 48.3 48.6 41.6

Behavior Crime Rate per 1,000 Persons

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services, Oregon Benchmarks County Data 

NA

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 77.1 76.2 83.6 86.6 79.3 82.5 74.0 66.8 66.9 69.7 67.5 69.5 66.5 64.4 58.9
Lane 68.9 68.6 84.7 93.0 88.1 93.6 84.4 77.3 77.1 73.3 69.2 69.6 66.4 71.7

Property Crime Rate per 1,000 Persons

Source: Oregon Department of Human Services, Oregon Benchmarks County Data 

NA
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Juvenile Criminal Referral Rate per 
1,000 Youth

Source: Lane County Department of Youth 
Services

Report: Juvenile Justice Data Annual Report 

URL: http://www.lanecounty.org/YS/

Juvenile Non-Criminal Referral Rate per 
1,000 Youth

Source: Lane County Department of Youth Services

Report: Juvenile Justice Data Annual Report 

URL:  http://www.lanecounty.org/YS/

Juvenile Person Crimes Referral Rate 
per 1,000 Youth

Source: Lane County Department of Youth Services

Report: Juvenile Justice Data Annual Report 

URL: http://www.lanecounty.org/YS/

Juvenile Property Crimes Referral Rate 
per 1,000 Youth

Source: Lane County Department of Youth Services

Report: Juvenile Justice Data Annual Report 

URL:  http://www.lanecounty.org/YS/ 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 23.1 23.5 21.5 21.0 19.6 17.0 22.9 21.6 19.0 17.7 17.3 15.1 14.8 15.4
Lane 25.4 29.0 26.4 25.5 26.0 21.2 23.7 22.3 20.7 20.6 18.0 16.1 14.8 18.1

Juvenile Property Crimes Referral Rate per 1,000 Youth

Source: Lane County Department of Youth Services; Juvenile Justice Data 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 27.8 25.7 24.2 20.7 20.8 25.5 26.3 26.4
Lane 24.3 16.2 17.2 15.6 13.7 11.8 11.4 12.0

Juvenile Non-Criminal Referral Rate per 1,000 Youth

Source: Lane County Department of Youth Services; Juvenile Justice Data 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 38.6 36.8 33.4 31.2 29.8 27.9 27.5 28.0
Lane 37.2 35.5 32.2 30.4 28.7 27.6 24.4 28.0

Juvenile Criminal Referral Rate per 1,000 Youth

Source: Lane County Department of Youth Services; Juvenile Justice Data 

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Oregon 6.2 6.5 5.9 5.5 5.1 4.8 7.2 6.5 6.0 5.6 5.3 5.1 5.1 5.0
Lane 5.6 7.2 7.2 7.4 5.9 6.2 5.2 5.7 5.2 4.1 4.2 4.3 3.8 3.8

Juvenile Person Crimes Referral Rate per 1,000 Youth

Source: Lane County Department of Youth Services; Juvenile Justice Data 


